
CAIRN BAN MOUNTAINEERING CLUB AGM 
 

Friday 20th April 2012 
Kilbarchan Community Library 

 
 
Apologies 
 

 Apologies were received from:- Yvonne Calvert, Andy Aitchison, Alex 
Haken, Ronnie Williamson, Mary Howley, Diane Langley and Sue Berek. 

 
Lorimer Nish, Secretary, chaired the meeting.  
 

 Minutes of last years AGM were proposed by Ian Collinson and seconded 
Sheena McKie 

 
Chairman’s Report – Stuart McKie 
 
Stuart welcomed all to the AGM and gave a report on the year’s activities and 
achievements: 
 
May Weekend 
May weekend saw us head across the water to Rum to the excellent Kinloch Castle 
Hostel. The weather could have been kinder however most ventured onto the hill with 
the Rum Cuillin seeing plenty of Cairn Banners. I believe Dave Gray even managed a 
spot of fishing (as you do on a climbing weekend) Certainly a different type of 
weekend for us which of course included  a leisurely sail across from Mallaig on the 
ferry. All in all a grand time had by all. 
 
Everest 
On 15th May it was great to report that Alan Wade had finally summitted Mount 
Everest, a first and quite possibly last time a Cairn Ban member will achieve this (but 
who knows). 
Following his return Alan presented a slide show of his trip to a packed membership. 
The evening was tremendous with some fantastic photographs highlighting just how 
difficult an achievement this really was. Alan was presented with a Cairn Ban 
achievement award on what was a memorable night. 
 
Midsummer Cycle 
The midsummer cycle took place following a now familiar route. An evening enjoyed 
by all including technical advice given by Dave Gray in the pub later. 
 
Clare’s Completion 
On 10th September Clare finally finished her Munro’s by completing on a rainy and 
windswept Ben Na Lap. 
22 hardy souls including friends and family and members from Gryffe HWC and 
Cairn Ban MC joined Clare to celebrate a tremendous achievement. A great hill for a 
bad day. 
 
October Weekend 
October took a healthy number of us once again up to the excellent Ullapool YH. The 
drive North was ominous with the weather not looking good at all. Alex Meikle and 
Ronnie Williamson made an early start on the hills bagging a few crackers before the 
rest of us arrived. Saturday arrived with dry if somewhat overcast conditions present. 
A fair number of us went up the four Deargs others to Conival and Ben More Assynt 



and the Corbett bashers even managed some on their list too. All in all a great day was 
had out on the hill. 
Sunday arrived along with the promised rain. This however didn’t stop our guy’s and 
gal’s and again a variety of hills were visited on the way home. The highland Cafe in 
Aviemore also did a roaring trade from Cairn Ban as many used it as a coffee stop on 
the way home. 
A great weekend. 
 
Christmas Curry Night 
The Koh I Noor was once again the venue for our Christmas curry night which was 
very well attended and was a thoroughly enjoyable evening. A few drinks in the Bon 
Accord rounded of the night. 
 
February Weekend 
Where do you start with the February weekend ! 
This year we returned to The Pottery Bunkhouse in Laggan. 
In total we took 32 members with us which is an incredible number for a weekend. A 
huge variety of hills were visited on the Saturday with some pretty big days in 
amongst that. The weather had remained mainly dry but at times it was bitterly cold. 
Onto the evening! 
The Burns Supper provided a logistical nightmare for the committee. At this point 
could I thank all of them for their sterling work in not only providing good hot food 
for 32 people but also for the hard work in ensuring that everyone had a table and 
chair to sit on. I think it was a hugely successful effort. The entertainment was up to 
its usual standards. I think we ended up with more guitar players than the Gypsy 
Kings ! 
For me however (and I’m not sure he can remember much about it) the highlight of 
the entertainment was Campbell’s Abba tribute dance done in the style of Kate 
Bush........It was brilliant and had everyone in stitches ! 
We then lost a few of our number to the infamous Laggan hot tub! Judging by the HA 
nominations you can guess how that went. 
A glorious Sunday saw us disperse to various hills and even a few mountain biked 
from Lagan to Culra Bothie. 
All in all a hugely enjoyable weekend with many a tale to tell. 
 
Finally 
Special mention must go to our band of travelling members. These included: 
Bob / Mary........Inca Trail Peru 
Alex/ Margaret Meikle...... Returning to the Dolomites in Italy and taking on some 
more Via Ferrata 
Sheena & I........ trekked the tough GR20 in Corsica 
Ian Kent.......Made an attempt on Mont Blanc (more on that later) 
Ronnie Williamson........Climbing in the Drakensbergs in South Africa 
And of course Ian Collinson with his epic LEJOG effort which we will also hear more 
of later.  
 
Conclusion 
All in all it’s been another fantastic season for the club with some fantastic days out 
on the hill. 
 
Treasurers Report 
 
Alan Forsyth presented his report (Copy attached) 
The club remains in a good financial position with a closing balance of £2,364.19 



Alan therefore proposed that this years subscription should be remain at £20 this 
being sufficient to cover Mountaineering Council of Scotland member’s insurance 
premiums and general expenses. 
 
Alan noted that some members were no longer active in the hills and suggested that 
we could consider a reduced membership fee for non-active members not requiring 
MCofS insurance cover. 
The general feeling from the membership was that at £20 the subscription was not 
expensive and that a reduction was not required. It was agreed that no action was 
required regarding this matter. 
 
Alan also noted that the club accounts balance was significant and asked if there were 
any potential plans for expenditure. It was agreed that the benefit of the balance was 
to enable payment of MCofS insurance premiums, club weekend deposits, etc 
timeously and without cash flow problems and that the funds should be maintained in 
order that this situation continued. 
 
Approval of the accounts was proposed by Campbell Crombie and seconded by Bob 
Gardner. 
 
 
Election of office bearers 
 
The offices of Chairman, Treasurer and Committee Member were up for re-election 
and Lorimer thanked the outgoing members; Stuart McKie, Alan Forsyth and Davy 
Gray, for their services in these positions.  
 
The following appointments were nominated: 
 
Chairman :- Alex Haken:- proposed by Lorimer Nish, Seconded by Alan Wade. 
 
Treasurer :- Iain Kent :- Proposed by Lorimer Nish, Seconded by George Hamilton.   
 
Committee Member :- Christine Milligan:- Proposed By Lorimer Nish, Seconded 
by Bob Gardner. 
 
New Committee for 2012/2013 
Chairman: - Alex Haken 
Secretary: -  Lorimer Nish 
Treasurer: - Iain Kent 
Committee Member: - Esther Neill 
Committee Member: - Christine Milligan 
 
Any Other Business 
 
Club Sundays 
Sheena McKie noted that decisions on Club Sunday destinations was random and 
suggested that targeting of Munro’s on members hit lists could be beneficial. 
 
Ian Collinson noted that there was a function on the club website to enable sharing of 
Munro’s on tick lists. 
 
Following discussion it was decided that members should e-mail the Secretary 
(Lorimer) with a list of any particular hills they wish to target in the forthcoming 
season, either at the start of the season, or, in the week before any particular Club 
Sunday. Lorimer will pass this information onto Bob and Campbell who can then 



advise Sunday participants of any preferences when they call in prior to a Sunday 
outing. Final decisions will of course be down to group agreement. 
 
It was also noted that road improvements on the A82 at Pulpit Rock were 
programmed for late 2012 and that a road closure of 14 weeks or more is expected. 
This would have to be taken into account in deciding on Club Sunday destinations and 
would provide the opportunity to use alternative meeting points and alternative 
destinations such as the Lake District. 
 
Club Website 
The idea starting a Club Face Book page was raised as this would enable posting of 
messages and photos by members on an interactive basis which did not exist in the 
Club Website. Ian Collinson noted that the website had included a forum for 
interactive use but due to lack of use this function had been disabled some time ago. 
 
Considerable discussion resulted, the principal points of which are summarised below: 
Pro’s: 
Ease of posting messages and photos 
Interactive use 
Con’s: 
No control of content 
Potential for reduced use of Website  
 
With regard to the Club Website the following was noted: 
The website remains the club’s window to the world. 
The new members who have joined the club this year found us via the website. 
Despite complaints regarding lack of updates on the website when asked to provide 
updated photos for the members section, or, reports on outings and expeditions very 
few members have supplied information. 
 
It was agreed that the committee would give further consideration to the Face Book 
suggestion, however, in the meantime members are encouraged to e-mail reports, 
photo’s and news to Ian Collinson in order that there is news to publish on the 
website.  
 
Suggestions for Weekends 
 
The committee took suggestions for club weekends from the floor for October, 
February and May weekends and then a vote was taken by show of hands. The results 
were: 
 
October:-  
Torridon 9 votes 
Corran Bunkhouse 1 vote 
Glenshee / Braemar 1 vote 
 
February:- 
Badaguish Lodges Aviemore 15 votes 
Invergarry Bunkhouse 10 votes 
 
May:- 
Knoydart 15 votes 
Skye 4 votes 
Cannich 1 vote 
  



The committee shall try to organise weekends in accordance with the above 
preferences dependant on availability of accommodation. 
 
 
Horses Arse Of The Year Award 2010/2011 
 
 Ian Collinson gave a cracking presentation of the Horses Arse Award. 
 
Those in contention were: 
 
Mary Howley – For her long stay locked in the cludgie at Pottery Bunkhouse. 
 
John McGill – Well just for being John! 
 
Martin and Esther for their 40k mountain bike ride, well prepared with 6 jelly babies 
and 1 litre of water between them. Hunger would have taken its toll if it wasn’t for the 
dehydration. 
 
Campbell Crombie managed to get 3rd spot for his “Dancing Queen” striptease 
gyrations on a table at Pottery Bunkhouse – a sight to behold – and quickly forget! 
 
Rory Kennedy was in  2nd spot. Rory had so many nominations from Pottery it’s 
amazing that he found time to get out on the hills. Securing his 2nd were primarily 
over amorous behaviour in very small bed pants and trying to leave the bunk room 
while mistaking the window for a door. 
 
The clear winner was however Martin Whitehead for his modern day siege of Stirling 
Castle – The result of forgetting to put Esther’s gear in the car for Pottery weekend 
despite taking a half day off work to pack and prepare. 
 
Martin accepted via a pre-recorded video as work prevented him attending in person. 
 
 
Entertainment 
 
Two excellent presentations by club members to finish off proceedings: 
  
The first was Ian Collinson’s account of the Lands End to John O’ Groats cycle 
raising money for Yorkhill Children’s Charity.  
 
Iain Kent provided the second with a report on his summer attempt on Mont Blanc. A 
great report despite the fact that Iain was frustrated by unseasonably bad weather and 
did not get to summit. 
 
Thanks go to both for their hard work in entertaining presentations. 
 
 
 
 
Lorimer Nish  
April 2012 
 


